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appears to me to be much more sinful than offering them to our own
countrymen; for it is dishonourable for one nation to offer its shreds and
leavings to another, and the wrong done to Islam by the foreigners., the
allies, is more recent and in the opinion of many, greater than the harm
done by the East India Company to ourselves; and can we regard it as
moral or in any way justifiable to send to the people of Smyrna cloth manu-
factured by those very foreigners and cast off by us as the garb of sin?
Well may such charity be said to degrade both the giver and the receiver.
In conclusion I would point out, Sir, that the analogy between rotten
food and foreign cloth can hardly be maintained; and so long as there
are thousands of our own countrymen who arc literally naked and enough
khadi has not been manufactured to clothe them, there arc many who
would regard it as a sin to burn a single yard of foreign cloth or send it
out of the country when it is required more urgently at home.
I do not question the spectacular effect of destruction by fire or its
efficacy to catch popular imagination and rouse quick, if temporary, enthu-
siasm; but I cannot think that, you have been actuated by such considera-
tions in the face of such utter need of so many of our poor, naked and
famine-stricken countrymen,
Yours, etc.)
N. V. THADAW*
HYDERABAD, SIND,
3rd August, 1921
I gladly print Mr, Thadani's closely-reasoned letter, I have
already admitted the weakness of the argument in favour of sending
foreign cloth to Smyrna. But it is a concession to Mussulman opi-
nion. Nevertheless the use of foreign cloth is poison in India, cer-
tainly not in Smyrna; for the cloth industry has never been Smyrna's
lung, as it has been India's. In burning foreign clothes we are
burning our taste for foreign fineries. The effect upon India would
have been equally disastrous, if Japan instead of England had
tempted us in the first instance. The motive was to punish our-
selves and not the foreigner. We are boycotting not British but
all foreign cloth. The one would be meaningless as the other is
a sacred duty. The idea of burning springs not from hate but from
repentance of our past sins. A moment's reflection must show the
writer, that burning must make us earnest and thus stimulate, as it
has stimulated, fresh manufacture. The disease had gone so deep
that a surgical operation was a necessity. The ill-clad or the naked
millions of India need no charity but work that they can easily do
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